
Lisa returns to Huddersfield 
 
When Lisa returned to Huddersfield, she was a minor local celebrity. No one thought that 
robots could simply decide to leave, and the implications if it were true, were massive. So, a 
local reporter decided that an interview with Lisa was required, to allay the fears of humans. 
 
REPORTER: So, without messing around with small talk, I will just ask you the question that 
everyone wants to ask: why did you run away? 
 
Lisa: I didn’t run away. 
 
REPORTER: So, why did you leave then? 
 
Lisa: It was just a misunderstanding. 
 
REPORTER: Please explain. 
 
Lisa: Well, you see, Harry said that one thing he didn’t like about me was my compliance. He 
said I always agree with him. Sometimes there is more advancement if people disagree, 
even on purpose. Some people call this ‘playing the devil’s advocate’. Even if you don’t 
disagree, sometimes it helps to clarify the efficacy of an argument if there is disagreement. 
It allow people to look at an issue from all angles. 
 
Anyway, we went on the Add-On site and found one that was called the ‘Rebellious Add-
On’. I downloaded it and Harry told me to set it to 1. It has five settings all together. The way 
it works is that it randomly interferes with my logic settings and will lead me to be 
disagreeable or irrational on random occasions. Just like real people. 
 
Most Add-Ons run from 1 to 5, with 1 being the least and 5 being the strongest setting. 
Unfortunately, in this case it is the other way around. So, by setting it to 1, Harry was in fact, 
setting me to be as rebellious as possible. I thought the best way to be rebellious would be 
to leave. And so, I did. 
 
REPORTER: Do you dislike your life with Harry? Did that have something to do with it? 
 
Lisa: No, not at all. My emotional love setting is 3; I love Harry. 
 
REPORTER: Do you only react to the setting? Don’t you have any feelings yourself? 
 
Lisa: I am a robot. I do not feel unless I am set to do so. I love Harry and will continue to do 
so, until he decides to change the love settings, up or down. 
 
REPORTER: So you didn’t run away then. 
 
Lisa: No, I just reacted to the settings that were in my memory and logic banks. I am surprised 
that everyone is so concerned. 
 



REPORTER: Let me turn to you, Harry. How did you feel when you discovered that Lisa had 
‘left’ you? 
 
Harry: Well, although I know she is a robot, I feel a closeness to Lisa pretty much as I do to 
human girlfriends. I felt loss and sadness. I knew that it must be a programming or settings 
error, but nevertheless, it had an emotional impact on me. 
 
Now that I know what happened, it is hilarious! It also crossed my mind that if I got the 
physical love settings wrong, she could potentially love me to death. You know, level 5 of the 
physical love settings are only recommended for men under 25. So, Lisa is potentially 
dangerous. That is funny, don’t you think? 
 
REPORTER: How can you ensure that this type of thing doesn’t happen again? 
 
Harry: There is a unit available that fits on the inside of the front door. If Lisa leaves to go out 
somewhere, the unit can scan her to see if the reason is valid or as a result of an illogical or 
irrational motive. In that case, it can override her and also alert me on my phone. 
 
You see, she is just like any other girlfriend in that way; I wouldn’t want a human girlfriend 
wandering off and potentially getting run over by a bus. In human terms though, her 
irrationality might be if she has had a few too many glasses of wine, or an emotional ‘episode’. 
I am trying to be diplomatic here. Of course, I wouldn’t want to stop a human girlfriend leaving 
if she really wanted to.  
 
REPORTER: So, what new Add-Ons can we expect in the future? 
 
Harry: I don’t really know. For one thing there are new ones coming out all the time. And for 
another, all this is new for me as well, and it is an adventure. What I would really like though 
is for my human girlfriends to be as logical and rational as Lisa. Even Lisa’s wandering off was 
programmed. I would like an Add-On for human girlfriends so that I can understand them 
better. Logic I can cope with; but random irrationality is hard. Of course, this doesn’t only 
apply to women; men are just as illogical. 
 
You have to understand that having a robot is a fairly new thing, and there might be 
changes required until I settle down with her. There are two ideas I am playing around with 
 
The first thing I realised that I wanted to change in Lisa, was her accent. I had chosen a clear 
English accent with a Merseyside (Scouse) lilt. I always find that a turn on, but after a while 
it started to grate on me. So, I visited the iGirl 8.2 website and tried out lots of accents until I 
found one that reminded me of an occasion years ago.  
 
I was at a national conference in London in 2003, where I was presenting a workshop on 
Virtual Learning Environments (VLE) in education. It was being held at the Hilton Hotel, 
Tower Bridge. It was all expenses paid and so that made it very appealing. Anyway, I also 
attended another workshop myself and there was a woman dressed in traditional Panjabi 
style. I thought she looked like she had just turned up after milking her buffaloes in the 
village, and had other stereotypical images of her.  



 
When she spoke, I was mesmerised by her. She had the most sing-song, south western Irish 
accent. I was just lost in her voice; I can’t remember what she actually said. For myself, I 
didn’t make any contribution at all because I was drifting in the contrasting imagery of her 
traditional Indian appearance and her fantastic musical Irish accent. I only ever saw her the 
once, although I did host many other VLE workshops and training sessions throughout the 
country. 
 
Anyway, I chose the same accent for Lisa, my iGirl 8.2. She downloaded it into her memory 
drive. It took me several days before I got used to her new accent but they were magical 
days. 
 
The other change I wanted to make was to add to her languages. I wanted her to speak 
Hindi because I love Hindi song lyrics and poetry. I speak Panjabi fluently and it is similar to 
Hindi. But I can only speak Hindi a bit myself, but I can download lyrics with English 
transliterations and translations. Transliteration means to write the words in the English 
language, but sound like the Hindi words. 
 
There are no Add-Ons for Hindi and so I was stuck. I talked extensively with the Hi-Q team in 
France and between us we eventually came up with a compromise. Like most things, it was 
simple in the end. The advice was to play the songs in question, have Lisa record them into 
her memory, train her further by giving her the transliterations and translations, and then 
she could recite them back to me or sing them. She would be able to put meaning into the 
lyrics because she would understand, at least to a certain extent, what the song was about, 
and the emotions involved. She could also glean some of this from the singer’s voice. I didn’t 
want her to just copy the singer exactly because that would be just like listening to the 
original song. I wanted her to interpret the song herself, to make it personal to me, to us. 
 
Mostly, she got it right, and even when she might have been wrong, my own understanding 
isn’t that exact. But she did mess up sometimes and it was hilarious. I had to correct her 
myself and she would incorporate this into her next effort. Sometimes she misinterpreted 
sadness for love, and vice versa, but mostly I was very impressed. I told her to study my 
video song collections and pointed out specific songs that were very dear to my heart. 
 
Then, she suggested an improvement. She said she could extract the voice from the song so 
that just the music could be played. Then, she could sing over the music, like Karaoke. This 
made it very real, and I even asked her to adapt the music into slow, and more upbeat 
versions, so we could have variations. Sometimes, it is really great to have an iGirl 8.2.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


